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Kaarma) in 1261 when it was conquered by the Order. It was
precisely in this year when the troops of the Order came to
Saaremaa in order to suppress the uprising that had started in
1260, after the Lithuanians had defeated the Germans in the
Durbe battle in 1260 (Arbusow 1918, 46). A contract was conc-
luded between the islanders and the Master of the Order in
Kaarma, like previously in 1241 and in 1255 (LUB [: CCLXXXV).

Kaarma was the midst of the Oesel-Wiek bishopric’s lands, and
was most probably the ecclesiastical centre of Saaremaa (Mar-
kus et al 2003, 11). The importance of the church is stressed by
its guardian saints Peter and Paulus, since mainly dome chur-
ches were devoted to these saints (Markus ¢t al 2003, 12). At the
same time a correlation between churches and castles has been
detected regarding the above mentioned saints in Pomerania
(Heyden 1964, 59). Characterising the location of the Kaarma
church (outside measurements 15.4 x 47.6 m) it is worth stres-
sing that it was built into a pre-historic centre. At the same time
the location of the church in the landscape was not the best
choice. The church was constructed on a natural sandy hill, the
top of which was directly under the vestry and the South wall
of the nave on the slope. The soft soil and the different depths
of the basements started to create sinking problems already du-
ring the construction works. This is testified by numerous sup-
porting pillars (Markus et al 2003, 30ff). Three different theories
exist as to the construction time of the church. An early opinion
suggests that the church was founded in Kaarma after the re-
volt of the islanders in 1261, while the vaults of the nave collap-
sed already in the 13™ century (Raam 1996, 58; Alttoa 2003, 33).
Jaak Mall (1998, 163, 165) offers a theory that the church was
established earlier, the oldest Romanesque style elements in the
vestry may date from the pre-conquest time, i.e. from times
before the year 1227. It is not credible in his opinion that the




























































